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HAST Year 9 Entry Written Expression Practice Paper 1

Written Expression

2 writing tasks - answer ONE in the timed sitting - 25 minutes

How to use this booklet
* Choose ONE task. In the real HAST you respond to a single stimulus, so two are given here to
practise different types of writing.

« Spend about 5 minutes planning, then write for about 15 minutes and leave 5 minutes to check. You
are marked on thought and content, structure and organisation, and expression, style and
mechanics, not on length.

» Use the second task for a second sitting. The worked solutions give a marking guide and an
annotated model for both.
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Task 1: your response

Write on these lines. There is no required length.
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Task 1: your response (continued)
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A weaker opening and a stronger opening

WEAKER

| used to spend too much time on my phone. It was a bad habit. | decided to stop and now | feel
better. We are what we do.

STRONGER
Every morning for three years, | have reached for my phone before | have opened my eyes.

The stronger opening starts in a specific scene that shows the habit. The weaker opening states the habit
and its result in a few plain lines.

Check before you finish

 Does the piece move from an event to what you now understand?

« Is the voice honest and personal rather than a lecture?

« Does every sentence start with a capital letter and end with the right mark?
* Have you checked the spelling of the longer words you used?

LOS: Writing: reflective writing

KEY TAKEAWAY
Show the habit in a real scene, let one moment expose it and end by returning to the statement in your
own words.
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